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St. Brigid Catholic School Council 

 

MINUTES 

 

Date:  Monday, June 5, 2017 
 
Attendees:  Christa Charrette - Co-Chair, Jennifer Emery - Co-Chair, Laura Druar - Secretary, 
Matthew Aubrey - Treasurer, Pam Hall - Parent Rep, Sandra Ludwig - Parent Rep, Andrea 
Marck - Parent Rep, Michelle LeDuc - Staff Rep, Theresa St. Peter - Pastoral Council Rep, 
Cathy Kuntz - Principal 
 
Regrets:  Michelle Dawtrey - Parent Rep, Nicola Gawaziuk - Parent Rep, Cheryl Janes - Parent 
Rep, Kirsten Pedersen - Parent Rep, Goretti Seton - Parent Rep  
 

Item 
No. 

Item Person 
Responsible 

1 Opening Prayer 
● Prayer led by Theresa St. Peter.   

Theresa St. 
Peter 

2 Approval of Minutes from March 29, 2017 
● Minutes approved by Jennifer Emery and seconded by Andrea 

Marck. 

Christa 
Charrette 

3 Principal’s Update 
 
School Highlights Since Last Meeting 
● Staff have focused much of their professional learning this year 

on numeracy, particularly proportional reasoning, which is directly 
linked to our School Improvement Plan; teachers have engaged 
in numerous PD opportunities, including working with the 
Numeracy Teacher regularly, and participating in Numeracy 
Networks. 

● New this year, a Fitness Club was implemented during April twice 
a week for 20 minutes; older students partnered with younger 
students, and collectively everyone earned rewards (e.g., extra 
recess, 2 nights without homework, ½ day games day); reward 
dates TBD.  

● Thanks to School Council for paying for the buses to Monsignor 
Doyle for our school Track and Field Meet; despite miserable 
weather, students had a great day; thanks also to our volunteers 
for facilitating events/activities and supporting the students. 

● Mission Day raised $1,775.00 for a variety of charities, including 
the Coping Centre, Cambridge Humane Society, World Wildlife 
Foundation, and Mental Health, and the latter two were student-
initiated charities. 

● Gr. 3 and 6 students recently completed the EQAO assessments. 
● St. Brigid is working with North Dumfries Fire Department to 

address parking in the fire route and student safety; no parking 
signs are now placed in the fire route each am/pm; some Council 

Cathy Kuntz  
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Members commented that they have noticed a car now parking 
at the end of the rows, closest to the school, which is not a 
parking spot and in close proximity to the turning radius of the 
buses. 

● It is important that families are on Newswire and Twitter; for 
example, these methods of communication are the only option 
when tournaments are cancelled/rescheduled last minute; 
Council Members suggested to Cathy Kuntz to have a 
Chromebook station set up at the September Open House 
promoting Newswire, and having people sign up on the spot; it 
was also suggested to have teachers promote Newswire to their 
parent group on an ongoing basis throughout the school year. 
 

Construction Update 
● Construction schedule is approximately 3 weeks behind; masons 

are on site and working 12 hours a day; 6 days a week. 
● Planning to have blocks laid in 6 weeks and the school building 

to be ‘water tight’ by the end of August. 
● Construction crews will have this time made up by the end of the 

summer. 
 

Upcoming School Events 
● Little Jammers guitar lessons finished up last week. 
● June 9, 2017 - Track and Field Meet (rescheduled from June 5). 
● June 13, 2017 - School Mass; Gr. 4/5 Track and Field Meet. 
● June 14, 2017 - Cross Country Meet (rescheduled from May 31). 
● June 15, 2017 - Junior Girls and Boys 3-Pitch tournaments. 
● June 16, 2017 - Donuts for Dads. 
● June 22, 2017 - Graduation Mass at 6:00 pm. 
● June 27, 2017 - report cards sent home. 
● June 29, 2017 - Student Recognition Assembly / Ford 

presentation @ 2:00 pm. 
● June 30, 2017 - last day of school (regular dismissal). 
● Pencil Case Project continues to be supported. 
● Sept. 5, 2017 - First day of school. 
● Sept. 14, 2017 - Meet the Teacher / Sub Night. 

 
Other 
● Cathy Kuntz to touch base with Christa Charrette and Jen Emery 

regarding the requirement to complete the end of year School 
Council Report; Pam Hall will email Jen Emery the example from 
last year; Cathy Kuntz will distribute the report via Newswire 
when completed. 

● Theresa St. Peter handed out a sheet regarding a new Mass 
start time of 5:00 pm for St. Brigid Mission commencing July 1, 
2017, along with the update that the Mission is now affiliated with 
Blessed Sacrament in Kitchener, and Father Larry is the new 
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Pastor; Janice Deutschmann has already emailed the notice to 
the St. Brigid Mission email distribution, and Cathy Kuntz will 
send via Newswire, and also include a hard copy in student 
agendas for the youngest and only.  

● Pam Hall asked Cathy Kuntz if there would be a talent show this 
year; Cathy will confirm at the June 6, 2017 staff meeting; the 
teacher that led the Talent Show last year is no longer at St. 
Brigid, but there may be some student ambassadors willing to 
take the lead; Laura Druar asked if there is not a talent show that 
students are informed as some of them are talking about it at 
school and/or home. 

4 Treasurer’s Report  
● Matthew Aubrey reviewed “St. Brigid SGF Financial Information 

As of Jun 2, 2017” (see handout). 
● Highlights include:  Account Funds = $5,984.26 with $2,000.00 in 

Council Approved Recurring Expenses and $100.00 in Council 
Approved Expenses - Pending, for a balance of $3,884.26 in 
Available Local Council Funds, in addition to the Foundation 
Account = $5,072.09, and Play Structure = $270.14 for a 
combined balance of $9,226.49 as of Jun 2, 2017.  

● The financial sheet shows the Ford fundraising BBQ and raffle 
revenue as $1,441.25; breakdown: BBQ - $515.25; Raffle - 
$573.00, Donations - $53.00, sale of leftover food/drinks - 
$150.00, sale of donated gas cards - $150.00; an additional 
$20.00 was handed in at the meeting, and the expense for the 
lottery license needs to be accounted for. 

● Laura Druar asked Matt Aubrey about moving all the Ford money 
into a separate account as this fundraising effort was specifically 
earmarked for new school needs (TBD), and should be kept 
separate from other fundraising dollars (e.g., from Big Box of 
Cards, etc) that are used for recurring expenses and other 
requested student needs. 

● Approved expenses for this school year have been processed for 
classroom needs, picnic table, exercise bikes, PM Benchmark 
Kit, Sports Equipment, Grade 3 calculators, and Track and Field 
buses to Monsignor Doyle. 

● All but one teacher has submitted receipts for classroom needs 
reimbursement. 

● The picnic table was used at the Ford fundraising event, but it 
has not been placed outside yet for student use, as the school is 
waiting for chains to secure it; Cathy Kuntz confirmed that the 
picnic table would not be left outside over the summer months. 

● The total cost for the Muffins for Moms event was $311.67 out of 
the $500.00 PIC Grant (which included $40.00 on a reusable 
cooler jug for additional events); if the RSVPs for Donuts for 

Matthew 
Aubrey 
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Dads are high, Cathy Kuntz will use the Tim Horton’s card from 
last year’s PIC Grant to go towards the coffee purchase. 

5 PRO Grant 2017/2018 – Project Planning 
● St. Brigid’s PRO Grant application was submitted on May 1, 2017 

by Laura Druar for the 2017/2018 School year. 
● $1,000.00 was requested and the application focused on “A 

Carousel of Family Learning” event to showcase different 
learning activities, throughout the new school building, for 
parents and children to engage in together. 

● Learning activities include a physical activity, a math/numeracy 
activity, a visual art activity, and a healthy snack station for 
parents and children to prepare together. 

● The budget estimate included $850.00 for activity leaders and 
$150.00 for refreshments. 

● Our application aligns with the provincial priorities of Mathematics 
and Numeracy, and Healthy Schools; plus, special consideration 
is noted for projects promoting the value of arts. 

● We should find out sometime in September 2017 if our grant 
application is approved 

● Preliminary activity leader contacts and cost estimates have been 
gathered by Council Members (name in brackets) as follows: 
 

Physical Activity:  
● Yoga (Sandra Ludwig) - Angela Brison from Angel’s Landing, 

quoted $120.00 for 4, 20 minute segments. 
● DrumFit (Laura Druar) - $550.00 + HST + travel ($22.80) for 3, 

30 minute sessions. 
● Pound (Jen Emery) - looking into. 
● Zumba (Jen Emery) - did not get a response. 
 
Math/Numeracy Activity: 
● School Board (Cathy Kuntz) - can get someone from the school 

board to run, but we cannot pay money to them; could possibly 
include take home math kits for families (Cathy showed an 
example at the meeting); as one option, we could use next year’s 
$500 PIC grant to purchase supplies for these kits, if needed. 

● New Dundee Public School (Nicola Gawaziuk) - used math 
consultant Sharon Zintel - $800.00; feedback received that 
person was good; but pricey against our overall budget given this 
activity is only one of many we want to plan. 

 
Visual Art Activity: 
● New Dundee Doodle (Sandra Ludwig) - Jill Bossence - quoted 

$225.00 for 2 hours of instruction, including her oil pastels and 
the construction paper; if approach is a drop in format, people 

Laura Druar 
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could spend 20-30 minutes from start to finish at the art activity 
station. 

● Mrs. Lund (Theresa St. Peter) – Theresa spoke with Mr. Lund’s 
wife, who would be willing to volunteer her time to run an art 
activity; cost incurred would be for art supplies. 
 

Healthy Snack Station: 
● Would need healthy ingredients to make a snack that parents 

and children prepare together; possibly a healthy bedtime snack 
if event is run during a weekday evening (TBD). 
 

● All School Council members present at the meeting agreed to 
wait until after the September School Council meeting to do any 
further planning, and by then, hopefully, we will have heard about 
the grant, and will know better if timelines are still on track for the 
new school building. 

● Decisions to be made include timing? April 2018? Saturday or 
weekday?  Format?  RSVP in advance? Decide on activity 
leaders and confirm their availability for chosen date; confirm 
volunteers to work on logistics and planning for each activity. 

6 Fundraising 2017/2018 
 
Fresh From the Farm 
● Jen Emery presented further detail on the Fresh from the Farm 

fundraiser. 
● One volunteer would be required to enter the St. Brigid orders 

into the Fresh from the Farm system, which would be a tally per 
person and which bundle types. 

● St. Brigid would be invoiced for 60% of the total order cost; 40% 
we would keep as profit; or 36% if School Cash Online is used for 
collecting payments and orders on the St. Brigid side, which 
charges a 4% administrative fee. 

● The average school can earn $1,000.00 on this type of 
fundraiser; the highest volume school in 2016 made a profit of 
almost $9,500.00 (school size unknown). 

● October 11, 2017 is the deadline for submitting orders; on 
October 16, 2017 an invoice is sent to the school; we are notified 
10 days in advance of the delivery day, and we cannot control 
the delivery day to coincide with November parent-teacher 
interviews; deliveries occur between November 6 and 30, 2017. 

● A minimum of 40 bundles must be ordered; if however, Fresh 
from the Farm has crop shortages and cannot fill all orders, 
people are reimbursed with a gift certificate; it is unclear exactly 
how this part works. 

● The product arrives on skids and needs to be unloaded by and 
bundled by St. Brigid volunteers; there is concern that this part 

Jen Emery 
Christa 
Charrette 
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could be labour-intensive as we do not know how many orders 
the school would generate; also, Fresh from the Farm 
recommends orders are picked up the same day as delivery, so 
produce is not stored in the school overnight.  
 

Norcard 
● The Norcard fundraiser was discussed again; the % of profit with 

a Norcard fundraiser depends on total sales; catalogues were 
passed around to the group; St. Brigid ran a Norcard fundraiser 
previously in the Fall of 2013, with Gift Shoppe and Jewellery 
Catalogues. 

● In 2013, orders were taken by pen and paper, with cash and 
cheque to St. Brigid, but now the orders and payment can be 
done online with Norcard, and delivery of product is to St. Brigid. 

● There are several options for order due dates/delivery dates; it 
was discussed at the meeting that having the fundraiser run over 
Thanksgiving weekend is important as many will connect with 
family and friends during this holiday. 

● This fundraiser can kick off after the September School Council 
meeting, and we would like to pick a timeframe that delivers 
orders to St. Brigid in November (rather than December); the 
thought with this fundraiser is that people may start getting into 
Christmas shopping mode, and with all the variety available, 
there is a little something for everyone. 

● In 2013, Norcard orders (at least for some of us), were sent 
home with the students; TBD in the Fall if we think a pick up date 
at the school is a better option, given some items could be 
fragile. 

● Jen Emery will look into more details between now and the 
September School Council meeting, including can we get 
catalogues to send home with every family? How does the 
incentive program work/does Norcard coordinate all incentives? 

● All School Council members in attendance voted in favour of 
moving ahead with a Norcard fundraiser for the Fall 2017, rather 
than Fresh from the Farm; many really liked the latter, but the 
distribution piece caused some concern and led to the Norcard 
preference. 
 

Dance-A-Thon 
● Christa Charrette raised a Dance-A-Thon fundraising idea with 

Professor Jamz, www.professorjamz.com. 
● St. Kateri School in Kitchener raised over $10,000.00 doing this 

type of fundraiser, although they are a much larger school than 
St. Brigid. 

● Some School Council members with intermediate/junior students 
mentioned that St. Brigid did Dance-A-Thon type fundraisers for 
several years, when Mr. Schnarr was the principal. 

http://www.professorjamz.com/
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● Money is raised by students getting “pledges”; Cathy Kuntz has 
seen timing for these events coordinated with the theme of 
Halloween. 

● Another option to consider in the future at some point. 

7 Ford Test Drive Update 
● Andrea Marck received confirmation from Ford’s Marketing 

Department today that we will receive a cheque from Ford for 
$3,440.00 for our fundraising efforts, which has been earmarked 
for new school needs. 

● The addition of the raffle prizes this year was great and we were 
very fortunate to have received so many wonderful donations 
from the community. 

● Laura Druar and Andrea Marck will write and deliver the thank 
you cards on behalf of St. Brigid to our donors of raffle prizes, 
food, drink and other items that were donated to support our 
event; Cathy Kuntz will be asked to sign each of the cards prior 
to delivery. 

● Stuart from Ridgehill Ford will do a cheque presentation at St. 
Brigid on June 29, 2017, and it has been confirmed that candy 
will not be thrown into the audience this time. 

● Andrea Marck will contact the Ayr News to come and take a 
photo at the Ford presentation; Father Larry will also be in 
attendance that day. 

● It was noted that many members of the community came out to 
test drive a Ford who do not have children at St. Brigid, helping to 
make our event a success. 

● A lot less gas was used this year because all tanks were checked 
prior to departure from Ridgehill to confirm gasoline levels at the 
start of the day; we did not replace gas that we did not use; the 
unused gas cards were purchased at the end of the day. 

● Approximately, 100 hamburgers and 48 hotdogs were sold, so 
our initial estimates of what we needed were far too high; food 
that could not be returned was purchased by volunteers at the 
end of the day. 

● For drinks, we had 10 cases of bottled water donated and only 
needed one, so that estimate was completely off; the most 
popular drinks were Iced Tea, Crush - Cream Soda, Crush - 
Orange, Root Beer, Sprite, and Apple Juice Boxes; drinks that 
were not big sellers, in addition to the water, included Coke, Diet 
Coke, Ginger Ale, and Orange Juice Boxes; notwithstanding the 
extra water, we still had close to 300 drinks, and sold more than 
half of them; all remaining drinks where purchased by volunteers 
at the end of the day. 

● We did not sell many of the donated chips from Hostess, but all 
remaining chips were purchased by a volunteer. 

Andrea Marck 
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● Thanks to the organizing sub-committee and all event volunteers 
for their hard work and commitment of time and energy into this 
fundraiser; it was truly a team effort that made the event a 
success; well done everyone!  

● With the BBQ and raffle profits taken into consideration along 
with the Ford cheque, this event raised over $4,800.00 for needs 
of the new St. Brigid School. 

● Cathy Kuntz was asked to send a Newswire update to families 
providing the total amount raised from the Ford event, since we 
did not have this amount confirmed when the Newswire was sent 
announcing the raffle winners or the June Newsletter. 

8 PIC Grant Update 
 
Muffins for Mom Feedback 
● The Mother’s Day Muffins for Mom event was well-attended with 

approximately 180 attendees; coffee and juice amounts were 
pretty good, with only a small amount of each leftover; there were 
quite a few muffins left over, although some were frozen and then 
sold at the Ford fundraiser. 

● It was discussed that the table set up for all the drinks on one 
table and by the door was congested at times, and to think about 
a different arrangement for Donuts for Dads. 

● Setting out chairs along the gym wall was a good idea as they 
were well-utilized. 

● Some attendees arrived a few minutes before 8:00 am, so it was 
good that we were organized and just about ready. 
 

Donuts for Dads – Volunteers and Set Up 
● TBD where the donuts will be purchased from; Norris Bakery or 

Tim Horton’s are options. 
● Table setup for the drinks will be on the far side of the gym, with  

coffee on one table/side, and juice/water on another table/side 
● Pam Hall, Jen Emery, Laura Druar, and Michelle LeDuc 

volunteered to help with the set up from 7:30 am to 8:00 am on 
Friday, June 16, 2017. 

● Cathy Kuntz will pick up the coffee from Tim Horton’s at 7:15 am, 
Laura Druar to bring her water cooler, and Michelle LeDuc will 
make the juice in the morning. 

● Cathy Kuntz confirmed that no volunteers are needed on the 
Thursday after school; she will get students to help set up tables, 
etc, but the table cloths and napkins may have to wait until Friday 
morning. 

 

9 Other 
● Matthew Aubrey asked School Council members to approve an 

extra $50.00 for the Donuts for Dad event, as we may not have 
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enough money to cover costs with the remaining PIC Grant 
funds; all School Council members present at the meeting voted 
in favour of this request. 

● Matthew Aubrey also asked School Council members to agree 
that any money left over from this year’s Grade 8 Graduation 
Awards allotment of $200.00 be rolled into next year’s allotment, 
as the graduating class of 2018 will be quite large compared to 
this year; all School Council members present at the meeting 
voted in favour of this request. 

● Matthew Aubrey also asked School Council members for an 
extra $100.00 for required play structure repairs, which School 
Council is responsible for; all School Council members present at 
the meeting voted in favour of this request. 

10 Next School Council Meeting Date – September 2017 
● The first meeting of the 2017/2018 school year will be held on 

Tuesday, September 26, 2017 at 6:00 pm. 

 

11 Proposed Agenda Items for September School Council Meeting 
● Council Positions for 2017/2018 School Year.  
● Norcard fundraiser. 
● PRO Grant for 2017/2018 - project planning.  
● Establishment of Dates - 2017/2018 School Council Meetings. 

 

 

The next School Council Meeting to be held on Tuesday, September 26, 2017 at 6:00 pm, St 

Brigid School Library. 


