At St. Brigid Catholic School we have:
Pride In What We Do and Say,
In All Our Work and When We Play

Principal’s Perspective
Dear St. Brigid School Community,
This is the last edition of St Brigid News for the school year
and it is hard to believe that summer is just around the corner. Staff and students continue to work hard to complete
curricular expectations, co-curricular activities, final report
cards, plan for grade 8 graduation, and prepare for the new
school year.
Thanks to the students, staff and parents at St. Brigid for an
exciting, and productive school year. It has been a pleasure
to work with the members of this school community and to
be a part of such an enthusiastic and supportive learning
environment. We also extend our sincere thanks to Theresa
St. Peter, and the numerous volunteers from St. Brigid Mission who contribute to the faith journey of all of our students
through sacramental preparation and Music Ministry support
at our Masses.
We will be embarking on an exciting adventure for the 201718 school year, . We will continue to witness the construction
of our new school and daycare. Construction is well underway currently with masonry work. More information will be
shared with families and the community regarding our transition to our new school site in the Fall. We
certainly have much to look forward to
here at St. Brigid.
On behalf of the staff, I would like to wish
all students and their families a safe, relaxing and enjoyable summer!
God Bless,

Cathy Kuntz

Important DATEs
JUNE
June 1: Grade 7 (7 Up Day) @ Monsignor Doyle
June 2: PD DAY
June 5: Regional WCDSB 'A' track & field meet, University
Stadium, Waterloo G4-8
School Council meeting—6 pm
June 8: G4/5 trip to Toyota Plant—am
June 8: G7&8 trip to Chicopee Ski Hill
June 13: Closing School Mass - Gym 10:15
Grade 4/5 Track & Field meet—Resurrection
June 14: Cross Country Meet—Shades Mills (pending)
June 15: Junior 3-pitch tournament—girls, Victoria Pk, Camb
Junior 3-pitch tournament—boys, Churchill, Cam
June 16: Donuts for DADS—gym am
June 16: Dental Screening—JK, SK, and G2
June 22: Grade 8 graduation Mass—Calvary Church, 6 pm
June 26: Kindergarten Grad - gym 2 pm
June 27: Reports cards go home
June 28: Grade 8 Prom, Msgr. Doyle 3:00 pm
June 29: Student Recognition Assembly - 2 pm
June 30: LAST DAY OF SCHOOL (regular 3:05 dismissal)

SEPTEMBER
Sept 5: Opening Day for 2017-2018 School Year
On Tues Sept 5th returning students should go to the Blacktop where they will be directed to their new classes. In case
of rain we will use the gym. New students will go to the Office.
Returning SK Students begin Wed., Sept. 6. Half of JK's
start, along with all SK's attend on Thurs, Sept 7th. Remaining JK's, along with SK's on Friday, Sept 8th. A summer letter will be sent home to JK parents giving them their dates
and times.If you have questions contact the school before

Good Bye and Well Wishes to Father John Redmond:
It is with great sadness, to inform you that Father John Redmond is
being transferred to a new parish. Father’s last day will be June
28th at noon.
Father John will be the new pastor of St. Pius X in Brantford. We
wish him much success in his new role. Please feel free to join us at
the school on June 13th at 10:15 am for our final mass and say
good-bye to Father John. He has had a significant role in our
school’s faith development over the past years.
We welcome Father Larry Parent as the pastor of St. Brigid Mission.
His first weekend in the parish is Canada Day weekend.

To visit St. Brigid’s website go to…………………………………………………………..http://stbrigid.wcdsb.ca
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St Brigid Dress Code
The dress code has been developed in compliance with the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. Staff and students are required to dress in a manner that reflects school as a place of learning. Care and attention to dress is an
important part of our students’ social development. It is our expectation that students dress in a manner that is clean,
modest and presentable.
JK - Gr. 3 “Best Fit” expectations: Due to the age and development stages of our JK-Gr. 3 students, families are to use discretion
when making decisions for this age group.
NOT ACCEPTABLE for Gr. 4 - 8:



clothing which allows for any inappropriate body exposure, such as spaghetti strap tops, tank tops that are less than 3 fingers
wide, muscle shirts, cut-off T-shirts, large mesh T-shirts



cut-off jeans, or jeans with holes



shorts with a length less than mid-thigh (shorts should meet the length of your fingertips when arms are at your side)



low riding pants (pants/shorts need to be worn at waist level)



any clothing with slogans that are contrary to the values we teach in a Catholic school

Clothing should reflect the fact that students are at school to “work at learning” within a Christian environment.
Gym Wear: Appropriate dress is important for proper participation and safety in Physical Education classes. Proper gym shoes MUST
be worn in the gymnasium for all physical activities.
Other: Spray deodorants and body sprays are not to be brought to, or used at, school.

**While the dress code attempts to make expectations as clear as possible, it cannot cover all variables. Therefore,
the final decision as to whether something is allowed or not will be at the discretion of the staff and principal.

Office Tidbits

.

Are you moving over the summer?
Do you have any changes to your cell, home or work numbers? If so,
please notify Jera in the office at your earliest convenience at (519)
632-5101.
It is extremely important for your child's safety that we are able to
contact you should an emergency arise.

Fundraising Update ~ New School Needs
On behalf of the students and staff of St. Brigid School, we would like to extend our sincere appreciation and gratitude
to our families and friends in the community for participating once again in the Ford Test Drive Event. The proceeds
will go toward needs in the new school.
We are appreciative for the generous donations from the community for 5 fantastic draws totalling a value over $820.
Special thanks go out to: Affinity Health- Raymond Jones, Brantford Zoo, Lisa Walsh-TD Wealth Management, Broddick Chiropractic (Ryan Broddick), Salvatores, Remax (Susie Hegan), Hunke Construction, Howie Schmidt Realty &
Christina Hunke, Willibald Distillery, Ayr, and Jan Fitz-Henry of Peloton Financial at Sunlife Financial, Ayr
Many thanks to Foodland, Ayr and Nick’s No Frills, Paris for their support of our BBQ, the many parent volunteers,
staff, and School Council Reps that made our event a great success! #CelticPride
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The Grade 8 Graduation Ceremony will be held at Calvary Church, on
Thursday, June 22nd at 6 pm. The Ceremony will be followed by a
reception outside (weather permitting).
This year, St. Brigid School is very excited to offer our Grade 8 students
bus transportation as a class to and from Prom at Monsignor Doyle CSS
on Wednesday, June 28 from 3:00 to 5:00. The bus will depart from St.
Brigid School at 2:30 and return our grade 8 participants back to the
school by 5:30 pm for parent pick up. Please call Mr. Stere or Mrs.
Kuntz if you have any questions.

If your child is missing an item, please be sure to
check the lost and found by June 27 to see if it has been
turned in. Unclaimed items will be donated to charity.

FitBit June 2017—Spectacular Summer Eating
Summer provides a lot of fun opportunities to get together with friends and family and food is often an important part of
these social gatherings. For your next summer event, consider bringing a dish that focuses on fresh vegetables and fruit
without too much added sugar, fat or salt. Impress guests with bright, colourful and flavourful foods!
Try one of these fresh and delicious recipes for your next summer celebration. Kids can even lend a hand with these
simple dishes:
Black Bean Salsa (Perfect for barbeques
or pot-luck) 6-8 servings
Preparation time: 15 min
Ingredients:
1 can (590 ml) black beans, drained and rinsed
1 cup (250 ml) corn kernels (canned, cooked from frozen)
2 cups (500 ml) diced plum tomatoes
1 Tbsp (15 ml) olive oil
2 Tbsp (30 ml) lime juice
1/4 cup (60 ml) chopped parsley or cilantro
2 garlic cloves, finely minced
1/4 tsp (2 ml) cayenne pepper (or to taste)
Fresh ground black pepper, to taste
Directions:
1. Gently combine black beans, corn, tomatoes and parsley or cilantro in a
large bowl.
2. In a small bowl, whisk together olive oil , lime juice, garlic, cayenne and
black pepper.
3. Pour dressing over salsa and mix gently to combine. Serve fresh or make
ahead the day before.
4. Serve with tortilla chips, as a sauce with grilled chicken or fish, or stuffed in

Blueberry Lemon Yogurt Popsicles (An Icy Cool Treat for Hot Days)
Preparation time: 10 minutes (plus freezing time) Makes 6 popsicles
Ingredients:
1-1/2 cups (375 ml) fresh or frozen blueberries
1 cup (250 ml) lemon flavoured* 1-2% M.F. yogurt
*or use vanilla yogurt and add 1 tsp (5 ml) lemon zest and 1 Tbsp (15 ml)
lemon juice to the recipe.
Directions:
1. Blend ingredients together using a blender of food processor.
2. Pour into popsicle moulds and place in freezer.
3. After 30-45 minutes, insert popsicle sticks and return to freezer until
completely frozen.
You can also find creative ideas for vegetable or fruit trays and kabobs from
the Centre for Science in the Public Interest:
https://www.pinterest.com/cspinutrition/a-healthier-way-to-celebrate/
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Boys 3-pitch team
The Junior Boys 3-Pitch team is excited to participate in their tournament at Churchill Park, in Cambridge on Thursday, June 15,17. Good luck boys!

Girls 3-pitch team
The Junior Girls 3-Pitch team is excited to participate in their
tournament at Victoria Park, in Cambridge on Thursday,
June 15, 2017. Good luck girls!

Grade 4/5 track & Field
The Grade 4 and 5 Track and Field Team will participate in a tournament at Resurrection High School on
Tuesday, June 13, 2017. Good luck to all our participants!

Badminton

Congratulations to the 19 boys and girls who participated in the Msgr. Doyle
Badminton Tournament on Friday, May 26th. St. Brigid won numerous matches
in the singles, doubles, and mixed doubles categories. The Celtics displayed
outstanding school spirit and sportsmanship as they participated in what is
known as a “gentleman’s” game, where they referee their own matches. Honourable mention goes to Lauren Covemaeker and Sarah Pys who finished third
in the girls’ doubles category. The St. Brigid Team finished fourth overall. Our
second best showing ever at the tournament!
A special thanks to all parent drivers and supervisors.
Congratulations on a terrific day, both on and off the court. Way to go Celtics!!
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Mud Puppy Chase
Congratulations to Team St. Brigid for running in the 12th
annual Mud Puppy Chase in May, raising over $1,950 for
the Rotary Club of Grand River. Mrs. LeDuc and Mrs. Rotteveel had a team of 23 runners registered in the race.
Participants include: Tyler C, Ella G, Jonas D, Henry T,
Charlotte M, Olivia M, Grace F, William F, Anthony S, Ashley M-R, Brianna S, Elise D, Graham D, Izzy M, Isaac M,
Kieran T, Nathan B, Samantha B, Nathan R-A, Finlay C,
Sullivan C, James P-G, and Lauren P-G.
Way to Go CELTICS!

Cross Country @ Shade's Mills
On Wednesday, June 1st, runners from grades 4-8 were to
participate in the annual Cross-Country meet at Shade’s
Mills in Cambridge. Unfortunately students were unable
to participate on our original date due to the threat of
thunderstorms. Runners will be participating in the Cross
Country Meet on our new date (June 14) at Shade’s Mills.

Track & Field
Our Track & Field team led by Mr. Stere and Mr. Lund
will compete in the “A” Track Meet on June 5th for
G4—8.
Hope you can join us at Seagram Stadium to cheer on
our athletes!

►▼◄
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The Extended Day Program
Will be offered at our School For 2017-18
To register visit www.wcdsb.ca
And follow the Extended Day Program link to
2017-18 Registration.

Extended Day Programs……….
Are led by knowledgeable Early Childhood Educators
Operate from 7:00 a.m. to school starting bell time and school ending bell time to 6:00 p.m.
Are offered at your child’s school providing convenient, consistent programming for parents and children
Allow for fulltime schedules or part time schedules that follow a weekly recurring set of days
Are available for an affordable fee offering a variety of payment methods, including most major credit cards
Are eligible for Region of Waterloo child care subsidy Have ongoing registration throughout the school year

Would you like to know more about WCDSB Extended Day Programs?
Email extended.day@wcdsb.ca
Or call 519-578-3660

St. Brigid School Council 2016-17
On behalf of the St. Brigid School Council 2016-17, we would like to thank our school families and staff as well as the community of Ayr. With
hard work and lots of support we were able to raise funds to cover a number of recurring expenses fort he benefits of the students, and purchase
exercise bikes for student use in the classroom. Many thanks to the parent organizing committee, numerous parent volunteers and generosity of
community members who supported the Ford fundraiser as proceeds will be put toward the needs of the new school. Our staff and students are
grateful for all of your efforts.
Council Members: Jennifer Emery, (Co-Chair), Christa Charrette, (Co-Chair), Laura Druar, (Secretary), Matthew Aubrey, (Treasurer), Nicola
Gawaziuk, Michelle Dawtrey, Cheryl Janes, Andrea Marck, Goretti Seton, Theresa St Peter, (Pastoral Rep), Sandra Ludwig, Kirsten Pedersen
Michelle LeDuc, (Staff Rep), and Cathy Kuntz, (Principal)
Please consider joining School Council in September as we work towards making our dream of a permanent school structure a reality, and support the learning needs of our students!

STSWR - Transportation details for the 2017-2018 School Year
Transportation details for the 2017-2018 school year will be available starting August 21, 2017. (except JK's)

Parents can login and view your child’s transportation details by going to www.stswr.ca and following these
easy steps:
 Click on “Student Login”
 Click on “Student Login” again (near the bottom of the page)
 Enter your child’s Ontario Education Number (OEN)
 This can be found on your child’s report card
 Numbers only, no space, no dash
 Enter your child’s birth date
 dd/mm/yyyy
 Enter your child’s street number
 house number only
 Select the school your child is attending from the drop down menu
Note: any address changes need to be done through your school. If you are moving this summer or change
caregiver arrangements for the fall, you should communicate the change of address to your child's school before the end of the 2016-17 school year. You can also visit www.stswr.ca to see bus delays and cancellations,
subscribe to receive e-mail notifications for the late buses and closures and follow us on Twitter.
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May 5, 2017

May 12, 2017

Our Celtic Pride recipients are: Jase,
Addison, Peyton, Meghan, Sarah, Ryan

May 19, 2017

Our Celtic Pride recipients are:
Chase, Saoirse, Eden, Katrina, Mark, Jacob

May 26, 2017

Our Celtic Pride recipients are: Hobey, D.J.,
Eden, Tristan, Georgia (absend), Mya (absent)

Our Celtic Pride recipients are: Kinley,
Brayden, Hayden, Zachary, Kevin, Berlin
(absent)

New School Construction

We are so excited to see the changes with our new school on a daily basis. The masons are working
very hard and we can see the front of the school. We are looking forward to taking occupancy of
our new learning environment in January 2018.

Library Books Final Due Date—June 9th
It’s that time of the year again already! The final due date for Library books is June 9th . All student books need to be returned by this time to allow for the
completion of inventory and other year end tasks. Overdue reminder notices will be sent home
after this date.
If your book is lost please contact the school or me directly at: tara.brunt@wcdsb.ca to make
arrangements to have it replaced. Thank you for your help getting all of our books back!

Free Ebooks and Audiobooks! Overdrive!
What a great way to read and access new titles over the summer with
Overdrive!

What is OverDrive?
-Online access to eBooks and audiobooks
-Available 24/7 from anywhere with an Internet connection

-No overdues or fines

What do I need to use OverDrive?
- A computer or mobile device with an Internet or WiFi connection
-Your school library ID# (please see learning commons staff) & PIN (date of birth =
MMDDYYYY)
-Free software/app and/or compatible browser (Chrome, Firefox,
Safari, & IE10 or better)

Where do I go to access OverDrive?
-Go to: http://vlcguides.wcdsb.ca/OverDrive to read more on how
to use Overdrive and and other tips and in the Virtual Learning
Commons page, or in the popular links lists at the top of most
VLC pages
-Find in the E-Z Find list of digital resources
-Visit directly at wcdsb.lib.overdrive.com

The 2017 Blue Spruce
Award Winner!

