
September 2017 School Newsletter 

From the Principal’s Desk … 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Welcome to St. Brigid Catholic Elementary School for the 2017– 2018 school year. We hope that 
everyone had an enjoyable summer and that the students are excited about their return. 

Whether your child is returning to St. Brigid CES or attending for the first time, we are excited that you 
will be part of the St. Brigid CES community. Our goal is to create a Christ-centred, positive, encouraging 
and stimulating learning environment for our students so that each child will have the opportunity to 
learn, experience and grow to his or her potential. 

We believe that to achieve the most fulfilling and rewarding education for your child, we must work 
together as a team. Children’s attitudes, values, and self-concepts are moulded at home and at school; 
therefore, a positive and mutually supportive home/school partnership is essential to encourage 
learning, skill development, self-discipline, responsibility, respect for self, others and the environment, 
appropriate values and a sense of self-worth. We look forward to your continued support throughout 
the year. 

Please take note that our school website will be an important source of information.  Please be sure to 
visit regularly.  More information can be found in the front section of the student agenda. Please take 
careful note of the dates listed and add them to your calendar. We look forward to meeting you at the 
Sub Night Thursday, September 14 beginning at 5:00 PM, and for the classroom Open House from 
5:30—6:30 in your child’s classroom. 

A warm welcome is extended to our new staff members: 

Josh Loft (Gr 4), Natalia Kapelke (Gr 6), Lauren Huston (LTO Gr 8), and Pat Guerin (EA). 

A complete list of all staff can found on our school website.  If you have not already done so, please sign 
up to receive our newswire for communciation regarding school events. While on the school website 
please also sign up for School Cash OnLine to reduce cash coming to school and sign all permission 
forms.  As well, you may follow us on twitter @StBrigidAyr for updates on school events. Please call the 
school office if you require assistance, we are happy to help you get signed up to stay connected to our 
St. Brigid CES community. 



Looking forward to an awesome school year ahead.  

Yours truly, 

Cathy Kuntz 

Principal 

 

 

School Agendas 

Each child from grade 1 to 8 will receive an agenda.  In the agenda, our school rules are outlined and 

explained.  Please make sure that you read this information with your child, and sign the last page. 

These agendas are important learning tools for your son/daughter, and serve as a means of 

communication between you and your child’s teacher.  Please check them regularly with your child(ren).  

Over the next couple of days teachers will also provide guidelines for their use in the classroom. 

The cost of the agendas this year has been covered by School Council funds raised last year.  Thank 

you for your support of this endeavor. 

  

 

North Dumfries School Fair 

It is time to get your entries ready for the 107th Annual North Dumfries School Fair.  The school fair will 
be hosted at the North Dumfries Community Complex from September 17-19, 2017.  A brochure has 
been sent home - one for each family.  Families are encouraged to review the brochure and select the 
categories they wish to enter.  Have fun! 
  
If you require more information, please contact Goretti Seton at 519-463-9883. 
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Safe Arrival/Departure Program: Attendance Check Procedure 

Parents and Guardians are responsible for notifying the school of any late arrivals or absences incurred by 

their children.  We ask that an adult call the school directly or leave a message notifying us of the child’s 

absence.  Please do not have your child place the call.  Our school answering machine is in service from 

4:00 p.m. to 8:00 a.m. to record your calls. Please state your child’s name, grade, room number, their 

teacher’s name and reason for the absence.  If your child will be late, please leave the reason and the 

expected time of arrival.  If a parent fails to communicate an absence, the school will make every effort 

to contact the parent in a timely fashion to request a reason for the absence.  If no one can be reached, 

police may be notified. 

It is the responsibility of the parent or guardian to inform the school of names and current telephone 

numbers, in order of priority of parents, guardians, caregivers or other individuals to be notified in case 

of an unexplained pupil absence. 

When picking up or returning children for a variety of reasons during the school day, we are requesting 

that parents check in at the office and enter appropriate information in our Sign In/Sign Out 

Binder.  Children must have a note from their parents if they are to leave the school at times other than 

the regular dismissal time. 

In the case of picking up your child, you are not to go to their classrooms.  Contact will be made from the 

office to the class for your child to meet you in the office.  All adults granted permission and access to our 

school hallways must display visible identification or passes screened at the office. 

In a situation, where the child misses their bus after school, the child is to report to the office where 

alternate arrangements will be made for their passage home.  We encourage all parents and caregivers 

to be consistent with these procedures to provide the best means of ensuring their child’s safety to and 

from school.  We need to be aware of all individuals entering our building to ensure a safe and secure 

school.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

If you are going on vacation during the school year, please complete an “Intent to be Absent” form 

(longer than 3 days), which can be picked up from the office or on our website.  If you will be 

withdrawing your child because of a move or transfer, please contact the main office in advance and we 

will arrange for the transfer of the Student Files. 

 

 



 Late Policy 

1) Students are to arrive at school prior to 8:35 am and 12:20 pm. 

2) A student is deemed late if she/he is not in class by the time O Canada begins or 8:40 am. 

3)   Any student not in the class at these times must be recorded as being late and must obtain a late slip 

from the office before being admitted to class. 

4) Students late for school should use the front doors. 

 

Late arrivals and absences are noted in the daily attendance register and reported on term report cards.   

In the case of chronic lateness and/or absences, parents/guardians will be contacted by the school and 

the board social worker or attendance counselor may be contacted.   Unexplained lateness/absences 

may result in the loss of school privileges or further consequences. 

 Every effort should be made to schedule appointments outside of school hours.  

 

 

Bus  

We have 3 bus routes at St. Brigid School.  Students riding the bus are expected to respect bus 

regulations.  School bus behaviour guidelines are reviewed with bus students.  Trained Bus Patrols are 

on the bus and will be helping children who need assistance. Students are expected to respect the Bus 

Driver and Bus Patrols!  

Only students eligible to ride a school bus will be allowed to do so when riding to/from school. Those 

who are not eligible to ride a school bus will not be permitted to do so. If a child is not eligible and 

he/she wishes to visit the home of a classmate, it will be the responsibility of his/her parent to make 

alternate transportation arrangements. 

Skateboards, roller blades, scooters, toboggans, hockey sticks, and other sizeable sports equipment are 

not allowed on the bus.  

  

Illness & Medications at School 

Whenever a child becomes ill or is injured at school, we will telephone the emergency contacts given to 

request that a parent/caregiver pick him/her up.  When a child returns to school, please DO NOT 

request that your child stay in for recess; we do not have staff available to supervise sick children during 

recess.  
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 If your child must take prescription medication during school, contact the administrative assistant 

and ask for “Request for Medicine” form. This form must be completed to distribute medicine as 

directed. 

 It is important that parents inform us if your child has contracted a contagious disease.  For the health 
and well being of all students, staff and their families we ask that you inform the school re: measles, 
chicken pox, mumps, roseola, pink eye, flu viruses, colds, lice, etc. 
  

COMMUNICATION GUIDELINES FOR PARENTS/GUARDIANS 

Direct contact with the appropriate staff member is the proper approach for addressing a concern.  

Being respectful to one another allows for successful problem solving and conflict resolution. At St. 

Brigid Catholic Elementary School, we encourage the use of kind, Christian behavior when addressing 

concerns with students and adults.  In most cases, getting the facts or the other half of the story usually 

provides a different perspective and helps solve many problems.  Should you feel that your concerns 

have not been satisfactorily addressed, you may wish to request a conference with the staff member 

and the principal.  

 

 

 

 Health Alert  

 NO NUTS HERE!   

 Some students registered at St. Brigid experience severe reactions to “nut” and other related products.   

Anaphylaxis refers to a condition that results in difficulty breathing and shock.  These reactions are 

potentially fatal; often emergency procedures including the use of an Epi-pen are required.  We need to 

protect these students from any contact with peanuts etc.   Please do not send “nut” products or 

substitutes to school with your child (i.e. peanut butter cookies, sandwiches, etc.).   Thanks for your 

understanding and cooperation. 

 

Catholic School Council 

Would you like to be a parent representative on the School Council?  Would you like to join a team of 
dedicated parents/guardians and staff committed to improving the learning of the children at St. Brigid 
Catholic School?   
  
 School Council plays a very important role at St. Brigid Catholic School.  School Councils were created to 
enhance students’ learning through the cooperative efforts of parents, students, staff members and 
others in the community. Your School Council is an advisory body of volunteers who work together to 
provide ideas and opinions to help the principal, and sometimes the School Board. The School Council 
provides a forum for discussing educational issues and fundraising for the school needs. It also provides 
a way to get information to parents/guardians, get feedback from them, and present their ideas and 



concerns to the school and the School Board. Members of the Council are committed to working with 
the community to provide the best for our children.    
  
Meetings (approximately 6) will be held in the school at a mutually agreeable date and time which will 
be set at the first meeting on Tuesday September 26, at 6 pm in the school Library.  
  

We wish to acknowledge and thank our 2016-17 School Council members for a tremendous job: 

Matthew Aubrey, Laura Druar, Christa Charette, Michelle Dawtrey, Jennifer Emery, Nicola Gawaziuk, 

Pam Hall, Cheryl Janes, Sandra Ludwig, Andrea Marck, Kirsten Pedersen, Goretti Seton, Theresa St. 

Peter, Michelle LeDuc, and Cathy Kuntz. 

Should you have any questions about the commitment/responsibilities of School Council, please call 

Mrs. Kuntz at St Brigid. Thanks for considering! 

 

Volunteers 

St. Brigid Catholic School is looking for interested volunteers who would like to share their time and 
talents with the staff and students of our school.  The role of volunteers within the school community is 
a very important one.  As a Catholic school system, we value the additional expertise and the positive 
school/community partnerships fostered by volunteers.   
  
Volunteers are needed in a variety of areas including: Strong Start (see below), computer support, 
library support, classroom support, special events, school council, arts/crafts/sports and gardening to 
name only a few. 
  
Members of the community interested in volunteering should contact the school and ask to speak to  
Mrs. Kuntz. 
  

Strong Start Volunteer Information 

Are you looking for a Fulfilling Volunteer Opportunity?  

Are you interested in volunteering with children in Kindergarten and Grade 1? The Strong Start “Letters, 

Sounds and Words Program”, which is offered at our school, provides an opportunity for volunteers to 

work one on one with a kindergarten or grade 1 child. 

 What is the time commitment?  A minimum of 30 minutes a week for ten weeks. 

 What is involved?  The volunteer plays a variety of literacy games with a child to help him or her 

develop early reading skills. A four hour training program is provided for all volunteers prior to working 

with a child. Detailed manuals and resources are also provided for volunteers. Children in the program 

really enjoy their time with the volunteer and make amazing gains in their early reading skills.  

 How to learn more about this opportunity? Contact Ms. LeDuc for more information about 

volunteering at our school in this valuable program.  The Strong Start website also provides detailed 

information. Go to www.strongstart.ca, and click on the “Volunteer Experience” section of the website.   

  

http://www.strongstart.ca/

