
1 
 

St. Brigid Catholic School Council 

 

MINUTES 

 

Date:  Tuesday, May 29, 2018 
 
Attendees:  Christa Charrette - Co-Chair, Jennifer Emery - Co-Chair, Laura Druar - Secretary, 
Matthew Aubrey - Treasurer, Nicola Gawaziuk - Parent Rep, Stephanie Pottruff - Parent Rep,  
Goretti Seton - Parent Rep, Theresa St. Peter - Pastoral Council Rep, Anita Janssen - Staff 
Rep, Cathy Kuntz - Principal 
 
Regrets:  Michelle Dawtrey - Parent Rep, Kathryn Gillis-Zytariuk - Parent Rep, Pam Hall - 
Parent Rep, Christina Hunke - Parent Rep, Cheryl Janes - Parent Rep, Sandra Ludwig - Parent 
Rep, Andrea Marck- Parent Rep, Lisa Vermet - Parent Rep, Michelle LeDuc - Staff Rep 
 

Item 
No. 

Item Person 
Responsible 

1 Opening Prayer 
● Prayer led by Theresa St. Peter. 

Theresa St. 
Peter 

2 Approval of Minutes from March 20, 2018 
● Minutes approved by Christa Charrette and seconded by 

Theresa St. Peter. 

Jennifer Emery 

3 Canadian Cancer Society/Walking School Bus 
● Cathy Kuntz provided some background and an introduction prior 

to our transportation related guest speakers. 
● There is significant car traffic in front of St. Brigid during 

arrival/departure of students; both Student Transportation 
Services of Waterloo Region and North Dumfries By-law have 
been contacted for support; the Township has increased ‘no 
stopping’ signage along Broom Street. 

● St. Brigid conducted a Walk/Bike/Roll survey of students over the 
course of a week in April 2018, which revealed the following 
information: 
 

 Bus Walk/Bike Out of 
Bounds/Car 

Eligible 59% 33% 8% 

Actual 47% 15% 38% 

 
● The data shows some bus-eligible families drive and more needs 

to be done to encourage walk zone families to walk. 
● With support from Student Transportation Services, St. Brigid will 

be exploring a number of options in the months ahead. 
● As an additional note, the school is observing an increase in the 

number of students arriving late on a daily basis, which is 
concerning as supervisors are not outside after the bell, and the 
external doors are locked.  

Colleen 
Cooper 
(guest 
speaker) 
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● Colleen Cooper from the Canadian Cancer Society presented on 
the ‘Walking School Bus’; their involvement with this initiative 
stems from a concern that we now have a generation of children 
where many do not get enough daily physical exercise; sedentary 
lifestyles can increase the risk for some types of cancer. 

● Air quality at schools during drop off/pick up times due to excess 
vehicle traffic is also a concern, particularly when childcare areas 
are next to driveways. 

● The Canadian Cancer Society works with the Block Parent 
program on walking initiatives. 

● The ‘Walking School Bus’ is a safe, supervised program that 
follows a planned route with scheduled stops, along with trained 
adult volunteers who accompany children during their walk to 
school. 

● The benefits of the ‘Walking School Bus’ include: 1) reduces 
cancer risk, 2) develops lifelong habits, 3) provides a safe 
environment for children to grow independence, 4) develops 
navigation and road safety skills, and 5) develops a love for 
walking that can be done throughout all stages of life. 

● The program model is flexible and could follow a distance of 1 km 
to 1.6 km; it could be 1 to 5 mornings a week; all year or 
seasonal; it needs to be led by an organizing committee, 
supported by the Canadian Cancer Society and the Block Parent 
program; support is provided in the form of Walk Leader training, 
communication materials (e.g., promotion and operational), and 
assistance with recruitment/retention of volunteers. 

● To get this initiative started at St. Brigid, the recommended1st 
step is to conduct a survey of the parent community to determine 
interest.  

4 Student Transportation Services 
● Leslie Maxwell is a School Travel Planner with Student 

Transportation Services of Waterloo Region. 
● Her responsibilities include collaborating with other groups on 

infrastructure improvement/changes, education/awareness, and 
enforcement through by-law/police as it relates to student 
transportation. 

● An infrastructure improvement example provided was the case of 
a school not allowing students to bring scooters because storage 
was not available for them, which then eliminates this option as a 
means of transportation; as a response, Leslie worked with the 
relevant groups and individuals to gets scooter racks installed at 
the school, which then resulted in students able to travel to 
school on scooters. 

● ‘Trailblazers’ was discussed which is a walking to school program 
led by older students who wear traffic vests and act as walking 
leaders for younger students; these walking groups are designed 

Leslie Maxwell 
(guest 
speaker) 
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to encourage walking, which decreases vehicle traffic if students 
are otherwise driven to school; they also increase the safety of 
students because they walk in visible groups rather than walking 
alone. 

● Similar to the ‘Walking School Bus’, conducting a survey is 
recommended as an initial step to determine interest from the St. 
Brigid community. 

● Cathy Kuntz asked both Colleen Cooper and Leslie Maxwell to 
collaborate to create one single survey covering both of their 
walking initiatives; the survey will be sent to St. Brigid parents 
ASAP prior to the end of the current school year. 

5 Principal’s Update 
 
School Highlights Since Last Meeting 
● Gr. 4 & 5 classes participated in a Minecraft Education Project 

through Ministry funding; as a result of participation, each class 
received an additional set of 5 Chromebooks for ongoing 
classroom use. 

● Our Gr. 2 & 7 students received the Sacraments of Reconciliation 
and First Communion, and Confirmation respectively. 

● Catholic Education Week was very busy; events included the St. 
Brigid School Track & Field Meet, Mental Health Fair (Gr. 7 & 8), 
Marian Mass/Laying of Hands (Gr. 2 & 7), Volunteer Recognition, 
OCSGE Assembly, and Mission Fun Day. 

● Mission Fun Day proceeds ($1,984.00) are being donated to St. 
Brigid Mission, Poppy Fund, Cambridge Humane Society, 
Canadian Cancer Society, World Wildlife Fund Canada, Hospice 
of Waterloo Region, and the Coping Centre in Cambridge. 

 
Staffing Update 
● Due to a staffing shortage of qualified Educational Assistants 

(EAs) in October 2017, Janet Stupica was assigned as a temp 
EA to support students for the remainder of the year; 
consequently, Laura Druar and Annette Chapman shared the 
ECE Assistant position until Christmas; after the move to the new 
school site, Annette Chapman continued the assignment 
exclusively on a temp contract until May 18, 2018; Laura Druar 
will now finish the year in the ECE Assistant position. 

● Brian Blackmore has transferred to St. Augustine School as 
Head Custodian. 

● St. Brigid School welcomes Nicholas Aussem as our new Head 
Custodian; he has 11 years experience with WCDSB. 
 

Construction Update 

Cathy Kuntz  
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● Phase 2 (new parking lot) is underway; footings for curbs are 
installed and the curbs are expected to be poured this week; 
asphalt to follow for the parking lot. 

● Over the summer months, construction will focus on the field. 
 
Blessing and Dedication 
● Request for a date from the Bishop needs to come through the 

School Board’s Director’s Office. 
● Cathy Kuntz has been working with Alice Figueiredo, Admin 

Assistant to the Director, to liaise with the Bishop’s office 
regarding his attendance. 

● The Bishop will not say Mass; we are inviting His Excellency, 
Bishop Crosby to bless our new learning spaces, school grounds 
and prayer centre resources.  

● We are hoping for a September 2018 date for the Blessing and 
Dedication - TBD. 

● There is a team of staff that have been planning the gymnasium 
space for special events (e.g., skirting for the stage, sheer back 
drop, mini lights, etc.); St. Brigid will use these items and this 
space for Gr. 8 Graduation as well as the Blessing and 
Dedication. 
 

Grant Proposals 
● Catholic Community Foundation of Waterloo Region awarded St. 

Brigid $1,006.00; items have already been purchased to 
supplement all classroom prayer centres; an emphasis was 
placed on the Kindergarten classes, as suggestions from their 
classroom resource guide were used to select items. 

● The GRCA grant ($540.00) for a Greening project has been 
awarded, but still needs to be implemented, most likely after the 
construction is finished; there is still a large plant area to be 
completed during Phase 2 of the construction project (behind the 
moloks), and the contractor is also responsible for replacing 
plants/shrubs that are not thriving; the Construction Co-ordinator 
has suggested planting trees with these grant funds as shrubs 
require more maintenance over the years due to annual pruning 
needs. 

● Laura Druar asked about removal of the dead tree in the yard by 
the basketball court; Cathy Kuntz to follow up with the 
Construction Co-ordinator as to whether this removal is in their 
project scope. 

● Ayr Mutual also gifted St. Brigid School with 5 oak trees which 
have been planted by the Gr. 7 students; each tree currently has 
a water bag attached to it; the Gr. 7 class is monitoring the 
watering of the trees until the end of the school year; we will need 
community/family volunteers to water the trees over the summer; 
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Cathy Kuntz to follow up on frequency and process for watering 
these trees. 

● The Ministry of Education has approved $1,000.00 in funding for 
the Healthy Kids initiative to purchase gym equipment; Mrs. 
Andrasic and Mr. Lund are taking care of filling the gaps in our 
physical education resources. 

● St. Brigid still needs to plan for the Speak Up Grant vegetable 
garden planting; the Construction Co-ordinator recommends 
waiting to implement a garden until after the construction project 
is complete. 

 
Upcoming School Events 
● May 28-31, 2018 - Gr. 3 EQAO 
● May 29, 2018 - FOS Badminton Tournament 
● May 30, 2018 - Cross Country Meet, Bechtel Park, Kitchener 
● June 1, 2018 - PA Day 
● June 4-5, 2018 - ESQ Science Workshops for Gr. 1-8 classes 
● June 4, 2018 - ‘A’ Regional Track and Field Meet (students 

qualified for this meet based on results at the St. Brigid Track and 
Field Meet) 

● June 6, 2018 - OCSGE Assembly 
● June 8, 2018 - all Library resources are due back for inventory 
● June 12, 2018 - Junior Boys & Girls 3-Pitch Tournaments 
● June 15, 2018 - Dental Screening (JK, SK, Gr. 2 students) 
● June 18, 2018 - Intermediate Soccer Tournament 
● June 20, 2018 - Year End Mass 
● June 21, 2018 - Gr. 8 Graduation 
● June 26, 2018 - Talent Show 
● June 26, 2018 - Report Cards 
● June 27, 2018 - Gr. 8 Prom, Monsignor Doyle 
● June 29, 2018 - Year End Recognition Assembly; Last Day of 

School 
 
Food Days 
● Food days are optional to parents, but we are noticing a 

decrease in sub orders as the year progresses. 
● Cathy Kuntz asked School Council Members if we want to 

continue with weekly ordering of both pizza and subs, and if yes 
for subs, going forward, only 6” subs will be offered. 

● All School Council members present at the meeting agreed that 
yes, we do want to continue with pizza and subs on a weekly 
basis, and the proposed size change for subs should be fine as 
leftovers can be brought home. 
 

Letter of Thanks 
● Cathy Kuntz presented a letter of thanks to Stephanie Pottruff 

from the Waterloo Region Catholic Schools Foundation for the 
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Silent Auction contribution at the 13th annual Bishop’s Banquet; 
thanks again to the Pottruff family and Grand River Rafting Inc. 
for their generous support. 

6 Treasurer’s Report 
● Matthew Aubrey reviewed “St. Brigid SGF Financial Information 

as of May 25, 2018” (see handout). 
● Highlights include:  Account Funds = $8,878.69 with $2,100.00 in 

Council Approved Recurring Expenses and $6,670.00 in Council 
Approved Expenses - Pending, for a balance of $108.69 in 
Available Local Council Funds, in addition to the Foundation 
Account = $5,151.36, and Play Structure = $1,117.59 for a 
combined balance of $6,377.64 as of May 25, 2018.  

● The following purchases have been made with fundraising 
dollars: $840.00 - EV3 Lego Mindstorm Kit & Electricity Kits, 
$200.00 - Jump Ropes/Tennis Ring, $535.00 - Busing for Track 
& Field. 

● The following purchases are pending with fundraising dollars: 
Gym Equipment (remaining) = $1,170.00, Brightlink Portable 
Projector = $1,800.00, Learning Commons - Books & Maker 
Space = $3,500.00. 

● $500.00 has been moved into the Play Structure account to meet 
our annual obligation. 

● All ‘Carousel of Family Learning’ expenses have been paid from 
the $1,000.00 PRO Grant and the $500.00 PIC Grant, with the 
expense breakdown as follows: DrumFIT = $585.17, Dundee 
Doodle = $225.00, Math Exercises = $85.30, Snack = $146.01, 
Take Home Math Kits = $473.85, for a total cost of $1,515.33, 
which made the event almost entirely on budget. 

● Treasurer’s Report approved by Stephanie Pottruff and seconded 
by Nicola Gawaziuk. 

Matthew 
Aubrey 

7 2018/2019 PRO Grant Application 
● Nicola Gawaziuk will submit a PRO Grant application on St. 

Brigid’s behalf for the upcoming school year. 
● Cathy Kuntz, Anita Janssen, Nicola Gawaziuk and Laura Druar 

met the day following the April 17, 2018 event for a post-event 
meeting, and to discuss the 2018/2019 application. 

● One key point discussed was the family format; we felt it 
contributed to the success of the event compared to prior years 
where events required parents to leave their children at home (or 
in childcare, if offered) after working all day to come listen to a 
speaker; timing in mid-April also seemed to be a good choice; as 
well, the variety of activities ensured there was something of 
interest for everyone. 

● Attendee numbers in prior years for PRO Grant events/speakers, 
and the current year, were as follows:  

Nicola 
Gawaziuk 
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● 2014/2015 - Raising Resilient Children (Dr. Meg Popovic) -
approximately 40 adults. 

● 2015/2016 - Responsible Social Media Use (Michael Redfearn) -
approximately 12 adults. 

● 2016/2017 - Discipline Strategies: From Punitive to Positive 
(Ronald Morrish) - approximately 20 adults 

● 2017/2018 - A Carousel of Family Learning - approximately 155 
adults and children from 45 St. Brigid families. 

● A paper survey was sent to families that attended the event to 
gather feedback for future planning; 1/3 of the surveys were 
returned; responses were all positive, people liked doing 
activities with their children, and some respondents provided 
suggestions for future activities. 

● Based on the success of our April 17, 2018 ‘Carousel of Family 
Learning’ event, if School Council Members are in favour, it is 
suggested that the 2018/2019 PRO Grant application follows a 
similar format with changes to some/all of the activities. 

● Math could be changed for a STEM activity; DrumFIT could be 
kept as it was quite popular or changed - yoga and a dance 
follow along - were suggested in the survey; the art could be 
changed to painting or another medium; people commented that 
they liked the step-by-step learn how to draw format. 

● All School Council Members present at the meeting agreed to 
proceed with the PRO Grant application following the ‘Carousel 
of Family Learning’ activity format. 

● Nicola Gawaziuk has drafted the application and will meet with 
Cathy Kuntz on May 30, 2018 to review; the deadline is next 
Tuesday, June 5, 2018. 

● Application approvals have previously been communicated in the 
September timeframe. 

8 2018/2019 Fundraising 
● Fundraising ideas discussed at the meeting included: Spaghetti 

dinner night, with silent auction gift baskets, selling Barrie’s 
Asparagus produce, Treasure Books, hosting a Dance-a-thon 
where students get sponsors, and Fresh From the Farm. 

● The Spaghetti dinner night was discussed at length, with a hand 
out distributed from a school in Paris, ON that hosted one; 
concerns about timing for this type of event were discussed 
considering how busy of a community we live in, especially 
during hockey/skating season; we are also inviting people to 
come to St. Brigid for other events next year (e.g., Open House, 
Blessing and Dedication, PRO Grant event, etc); it is difficult to 
know if the school can count on family attendance at so many 
events. 

● Barrie’s Asparagus would be nice to support local, but it was not 
clear if they have an established fundraising package of 

Jennifer Emery 
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products/produce, with defined ordering/payment processes, or if 
it would need to be managed in a more ad hoc manner. 

● Treasure Books provide discounts on products and services; if 
people are interested in getting the value of their book purchase 
back, they need to be adept at managing coupons; some 
coupons (e.g. restaurants) come with restrictions on usage. 

● Fresh from the Farm had been considered last year as a ‘fresh’ 
idea that has not been done at St. Brigid before; some concerns 
raised were related to the new school move and lack of space, 
volunteers needed to pack the food bundles, timing of delivery, 
produce quality, and how many bundles would need to be sold to 
raise enough money to fund at least our recurring financial 
commitments. 

● Space is not an issue with the new school, and Cathy Kuntz said 
we could utilize intermediate students to help bundle produce; 
both Laura Druar and Jennifer Emery purchased bundles last Fall 
(apples and potatoes/carrots/onions) from Drumbo Public School 
and were happy with the produce quality; to match money raised 
during the DFS/Norcard fundraiser, every family on average 
would need to sell roughly 5 bundles of produce; the success of 
this type of fundraiser will most likely be driven by the 
participation rate. 

● All Council Members present at the meeting agreed to go ahead 
with Fresh From the Farm (www.freshfromfarm.ca) for the 
2018/2019 school year. 

● Enrolment is open now until October 2, 2018, fundraising can 
begin in early September 2018, order deadline is October 15, 
2018, schools are sent an invoice on October 18, 2018,10 days 
advance notice is provided for the delivery date, which can be 
anywhere between November 5, 2018 and December 6, 2018. 

● There were mixed opinions on whether to use School Cash 
Online for orders/collecting payments which charges a 4% 
administrative fee (not currently mandatory, but will be at some 
point as per Cathy Kuntz), or to manage payments manually 
through cash/cheque; a slight majority of School Council 
members present at the meeting (Goretti Seton, Matthew Aubrey, 
Stephanie Pottruff, and Nicola Gawaziuk) felt it was worth the 
savings to stay with cash/cheque, as long as that is an option. 

● Jennifer Emery registered St. Brigid for this fundraiser during the 
meeting; 300 Fresh From the Farm fundraising kits will be sent to 
the school; we may need an introductory parent letter to go with 
the kit distribution; stay tuned for further details. 

9 Landscape Update 
● Christa Charrette has been involved in the GRCA greening 

project and is currently talking to nurseries about trees and 

Christa 
Charrette 

http://www.freshfromfarm.ca/
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prices; planters/urns have also been considered, but it needs to 
be clarified if the scope of the GRCA grant covers these items. 

● Cathy Kuntz wants to wait until Fall 2018 to do any additional 
planting; the landscaping portion of our construction project still 
needs to be completed, and original plantings that have not 
survived will be replaced.  

● GRCA wants to come to St. Brigid to present the cheque for the 
grant that was awarded to us; Cathy Kuntz has provided 2 June 
dates as options when students are already gathered in the gym 
for other purposes; response pending from the GRCA as to 
which date option works. 

10 Next School Council Meeting Date – September 2018 
● The first meeting of the 2018/2019 school year will be held on 

Tuesday, September 25, 2018 at 6:00 pm. 

Jennifer Emery 

11 Proposed Agenda Items for September School Council Meeting 
● School Council Positions for the 2018/2019 school year. 
● Fresh From the Farm fundraiser update. 
● Establishment of Dates - 2018/2019 School Council Meetings. 

 

 
The next Catholic School Council Meeting to be held on Tuesday, September 25, 2018 at 6:00 
pm in the Learning Commons of St Brigid School. 


