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St. Brigid Catholic School Council 

MINUTES 

 

Date:  Tuesday, October 23, 2018 
 
Attendees:  Christa Charrette - Co-Chair, Jennifer Emery - Co-Chair, Laura Druar - Secretary, 
Matthew Aubrey - Treasurer, Nicola Gawaziuk - Parent Rep, Cheryl Janes - Parent Rep, Ashley 
Neves - Parent Rep, Stephanie Pottruff - Parent Rep, Goretti Seton - Parent Rep, Anita Janssen 
- Staff Rep, Cathy Kuntz - Principal 
 
Regrets:  Sarah Andrade - Parent Rep, Michelle Dawtrey - Parent Rep, Tasha Godfrey - Parent 
Rep, Pam Hall - Parent Rep, Sandra Ludwig - Parent Rep, Lisa Vermet - Parent Rep, Theresa 
St. Peter - Pastoral Council Rep, Michelle LeDuc - Staff Rep 
 

Item 
No. 

Item Person 
Responsible 

1 Opening Prayer 
● Prayer led by Cathy Kuntz 

Cathy Kuntz 

2 Approval of Minutes from September 25, 2018 
● Minutes approved by Christa Charrette and seconded by 

Matthew Aubrey. 

Christa 
Charrette 

3 Principal’s Update 
 
Highlights of the Month 
● St. Brigid has launched their OCSGEs with an assembly for 

students; the focus of the month is ‘I Am a Believer’; one student 
from each class will be recognized at the following assembly 
when the next focus is presented; there will be 7 students/class 
recognized for the individual Catholic School Graduate 
Expectation; the school will be giving a corresponding OCSGE 
pin to recipients to keep; the medallions are collected to remain 
for use at school and prayer centre displays. 

● Anita Janssen has assigned every class to a team with additional 
staff members for Spirit Squads, where squads win points 
collectively for their efforts in a variety of initiatives (e.g., 
Thanksgiving food drive, Oktoberfest key); students have 

Cathy Kuntz  
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recently been searching for 2 keys to unlock the treasure chest. 
● 91.5 The Beat at St. Brigid in early October was a big hit and an 

unexpected surprise; thanks to Jera and Anita Janssen for filling 
out the application; in addition to a Buddy Bench, St. Brigid won 
food items to host a BBQ; Ashley Neve will forward a contact 
name to Cathy Kuntz to follow up on the timing and logistics for a 
BBQ. 

● The Safe Schools Team met last week and discussed the 
proactive steps being implemented throughout the school year, 
such as Friendship/Anti-bullying Week activities and the 
implementation of the Buddy Bench(es); next meeting to be held 
in February 2019. 

● The office is working at adding dates for school events and class 
excursions on the website calendar; Laura Druar requested that 
all changes to dates already on the calendar are updated in as 
timely a manner as possible; this calendar can be subscribed to 
which allows people to see the dates automatically in their own 
personal device calendars; changes made to the St. Brigid 
calendar also come through as updates on personal devices for 
those who have subscribed to the calendar. 
 

Sports Teams’ Updates 
● Boys’ Volleyball and Girls’ Basketball teams are preparing for a 

one-day tournament next month. 
 

Volunteers 
● The Strong Start Program has 2 volunteers for the Fall term. 
● New volunteers need to provide a Police Records Check. 
● Returning volunteers need to complete an Offence Declaration 

each school year. 
 

Additional Information 
● No parent volunteers expressed an interest in supporting the 

Walking School Bus initiative at this time; this item can be 
revisited again in the new calendar year. 

 
Upcoming School Events 
● October 31, 2018 - Halloween fun; students can wear costumes. 
● November 1, 2018 - OCSGE Assembly at 2:00 pm to recognize ‘I 

am a Believer’ and to introduce ‘I Have a Voice’. 
● November 5-9, 2018 - Scholastic Book Fair and the selling of St. 

Brigid Spirit Wear which should arrive in time for Christmas. 
● November 6, 2018 - Progress Reports go home; Confirmation 

Parent Meeting. 
● November 5-9, 2018 - JK/SK parent observations. 
● November 8, 2018 - Parent/student/teacher conferences. 
● November 9, 2018 - Remembrance Day Assembly. 
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● November 14, 2018 - Lifetouch Photo Retakes. 
● November 16, 2018 - PA Day. 
● November 19-23, 2018 - Friendship/Anti-Bullying Week. 
● November 22, 2018 - Q Mack: Increase the Peace Tour; see St. 

Brigid Calendar for time details. 
● November 29, 2018 - Advent Confessions; Grade 9 Parent Night 

at Monsignor Doyle. 
● (tentative date) December 6, 2018 - Christmas Turkey Lunch - 

but would like to propose December 4, 2018 (due to scheduling 
conflict). 

● December 18, 2018 - St. Brigid Christmas Concert in the 
afternoon. 
 

PRO Grant 
● The Ministry of Education has stated that they are on pause, so 

no funding has been approved yet for the PRO Grant for the 
2018/2019 school year. 

4 Treasurer’s Report 
● Matthew Aubrey reviewed “St. Brigid SGF Financial Information 

As of Oct 22, 2018” (see handout). 
● Highlights include:  Account Funds = $4,523.91 with $2,100.00 in 

Council Approved Recurring Expenses and $1,800.00 in Council 
Approved Expenses - Pending, for a balance of $623.91 in 
Available Local Council Funds, in addition to the Foundation 
Account = $5,195.05, and Play Structure = $1,117.59 for a 
combined balance of $6,936.55 as of Oct 22, 2018.  

● The revenue and expense from the Fresh from the Farm 
fundraiser has been processed. 

● The pending expense of $1,800.00 for a Brightlink Portable 
Projector is still outstanding; no update on how to proceed at this 
time. 

● School Council discussed the $100.00 recurring expense of the 
Catholic Charities lottery that was approved in January 2014; 
Cathy Kuntz explained that through the work of the Foundation 
that runs this fundraiser, there is direct support for activities in our 
WCDSB schools, in programs such as Religious Education, 
Nutrition for Learning and Strong Start; School Council will 
continue with the purchase of this ticket for this school year as 
the funds have already been allocated; it was also discussed that 
this item may need to be re-visited if fundraisers in future years 
do not cover the cost of all recurring expenses approved from 
prior years. 

Matthew 
Aubrey 

5 Fresh From the Farm Fundraising Update 
● 144 Bundle A (vegetables) and 93 Bundle B (apples) were sold 

across 68 students from 52 St. Brigid families. 

Jennifer Emery 
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● Just over $1,400.00 was raised in this fundraiser, which includes 
a small amount of donations. 

● Delivery will be end of November/beginning of December, with 10 
days notice provided. 

● Delivery needs to be through the gym door on the asphalt side as 
access to double doors is required. 

● Community use of the gym after 6:00 pm needs to be considered 
as well, which is now Tuesdays and Thursdays (subsequent to 
the meeting, Wednesday nights have also been booked, but 
effective January 2019, so this booking will not conflict); pick up 
for families should extend beyond 6:00 pm as some may have 
difficulty getting to St. Brigid prior to this time. 

● School Council discussed whether items after delivery could be 
moved from the gym to the front foyer for pick up/distribution; 
TBD. 

● Cathy Kuntz said she may extend a volunteer invitation via 
NewsWire to former St. Brigid students interested in volunteer 
hours. 

6 PRO Grant 2018/2019 Update 
● As per the Principal’s update, the Ministry has stated that they 

are on pause so no PRO Grant funding has been approved yet. 
● Christa Charrette asked about the PIC Grant, which is also 

Ministry funded, and Cathy Kuntz advised that we should hold off 
on any planning at this time until we have actual grant 
confirmation. 

Nicola 
Gawaziuk 
Cathy Kuntz 

7 Christmas Festivities 
 
Ayr Santa Claus Parade 
● Ashley Neve’s husband Andrew and Rene Detzler are additional 

volunteers for the parade, along with Sandra Ludwig and 
Michelle Dawtrey from the September meeting. 

● Ashley Neve said they have a small trailer that could be towed 
with their truck. 

● Christa Charrette will send Sandra Ludwig’s contact info to 
Ashley Neve so all parade volunteers can connect and 
brainstorm. 

● A theme needs to be determined ASAP and if the St. Brigid entry 
will be a walking float or involve a trailer. 

● Post meeting, Anita Janssen did some online theme research 
and shared 3 possible float ideas (‘Gifts from God Float’, ‘Angels 
Tell the Shepherds’ and ‘The Gift of Jesus’) with Sandra Ludwig 
for consideration. 

● Christina Hunke has also indicated to Nicola Gawaziuk that she 
could possibly help with needed items, but they would need to be 
contacted (last year, the Hunke’s provided the truck, trailer and 

Cathy Kuntz 
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driver, along with a shed for decorating purposes). 
● The parade is Saturday, November 24, 2018 at 1:00 pm.  
 
North Dumfries Christmas Tree Festival 
● School Council discussed that decorating a tree for the North 

Dumfries Christmas Tree Festival is good visibility for St. Brigid. 
● Anita Janssen said there are leftover Celtic Crosses made by 

students out of coloured pipe cleaners from the St. Brigid 
Blessing and Dedication that could be used as decorations; the 
crosses would need some kind of fastener; there may be enough 
crosses to cover an entire tree, or possibly we might need to 
make some angels as well; Anita Janssen said she knows where 
the tree lights are from last year. 

● Laura Druar said she could help with adding fasteners/ribbons to 
the Celtic Crosses. 

● Christa Charrette will reach out to the Township to confirm if 
there will be a Christmas Tree Festival again this year. 

● Brian Lund’s class in previous years has been a great help with 
volunteering to decorate the tree. 

● It was also discussed that it would be nice if classes are able to 
walk down to see all the decorated trees during the festival. 
 

Christmas Turkey Lunch 
● Thursday, December 6, 2018 has been discussed for the 

Christmas Turkey lunch; this tradition is being implemented at St. 
Brigid to build community and increase our positive school 
climate (post meeting, a scheduling conflict was determined, so 
we may need to schedule on Tuesday, December 4, 2018). 

● Cathy Kuntz needs to CANCEL the pizza/sub orders for the 
Thursday/Tuesday of the Christmas Turkey lunch before the food 
orders for November are posted to SchoolCashOnline. 

● Ashley Neve would like to be added as a volunteer for the 
Christmas Turkey lunch, in addition to the volunteers from the 
September meeting (Goretti Seton, Stephanie Pottruff, Laura 
Druar, Christa Charrette, Nicola Gawaziuk, Sarah Andrade). 

● Items to be discussed and decided include music at the lunch; 
possibilities could be parent musicians, musical students, 
musicians from St. Brigid Mission, Janet Downs, or a CD; TBD. 

● Food, what kind and from what source; turkey rolls or real turkey; 
mashed potatoes (real or instant?), stuffing, corn, gravy. 

● Cathy Kuntz has used Avron at a previous school; Avron used to 
be the food provider for the Extended Day program; Nicola 
Gawaziuk also mentioned Flanagans, who are located in 
Kitchener, and have been used for the North Dumfries Pre-
school Breakfast with Santa. 

● Ashley Neve said at a previous school, real potatoes were 
cooked and mashed ahead of time by volunteers and frozen in 
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zip lock bags, and then heated up the day of the event. 
● At previous schools, Cathy Kuntz has seen intermediate students 

peel potatoes and then parent volunteers take the pots home to 
cook the potatoes and bring them back hot to the Turkey lunch. 

● Cathy Kuntz has run these lunches with Turkey rolls for a toonie 
per turkey lunch; with a caterer, cost could be $8.00 but it was 
noted that 2 slices of pizza is already half this cost. 

● Students who opt out would bring their own lunches to the gym, 
so everyone gathers as a St. Brigid community and eats together 
during the Christmas season. 

● Students would bring their own drinks; dishes/cutlery TBD. 
● Goretti Seton asked about approaching stores to donate product. 
● The Turkey Lunch sub-committee will meet on Tuesday, October 

30, 2018 at 3:30 pm at St. Brigid to discuss next steps; Cathy 
Kuntz to send a meeting request to the volunteers noted above. 

8 Spirit Wear 
● Cathy Kuntz has been looking into School Tee for clothing 

options and passed around a T-shirt with the new St. Brigid logo 
which had been prepared for the September Blessing and 
Dedication. 

● Through School Tee purchases are done online and directly with 
School Tee, with delivery to St. Brigid for distribution to students 
(or held for pick up by parents on request if Christmas gifts). 

● Cathy Kuntz is working on a collection of items and sizes to have 
at the school for students to try on at recess; she will also try to 
obtain sizes to be on hand for parent/student/teacher 
conferences on November 8, 2018.  

● Stay tuned for an upcoming NewsWire on Spirit Wear when all 
the details are confirmed. 

Cathy Kuntz 
 

9 Establishment of 2018/2019 School Council Meetings 
● The next School Council Meeting will be held on Tuesday, 

January 8, 2019; with the plan to have 4 meetings between 
January and June; this date was chosen given that there will not 
be any decisions pending in the November time frame, and many 
members of School Council will be busy throughout the Fall with 
Christmas festivities and the Fresh From the Farm distribution. 

Christa 
Charrette 
 

10 Closing Prayer 
● Cathy Kuntz closed the meeting with a prayer. 

Cathy Kuntz 

11 Proposed Agenda Items for January School Council Meeting 
● Establishment of Additional School Council Meeting Dates. 

 

 

The next School Council Meeting to be held on Tuesday, January 8, 2019 at 6:00 pm in the St 

Brigid Learning Commons. 


